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WHAT IS A MUSEUM? 
AN EXPLORATION IN SIX PARTS 

Webinar Series sponsored by the US National Committee of the International Council of Museums 
(ICOM-US) 

Organizers/Moderators: Staff: Molly and Morgan 
Museum Definition Task Force Members: Kate Quinn, Alejandra Pena, Diana Pardue, Rick West, Kathy Dwyer Southern, 
Bill Eiland, Lyndel King and Eric Dorfman. Additional Program Committee Members: Elizabeth Varner, Virginia Curry 
and Joanne Flores.  Note (ICOM-US Reps): Diana Pardue and Elizabeth Varner are on MDPP2 and Eric Dorfman is on 
ICOM EB.

Date/Frequency: Webinars held the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except the closing webinar) 

Target Audience: ICOM-US Members (attend for free).  
 Registration

o ICOM-US Members- free access ($0 registration fee)
o Non-members: $20 registration fee

Platform/Technology: Zoom Webinar (up to 500 attendees can join). 
 Record webinars and upload to members only section of ICOM-US website.

Speakers/Panelists: 
 Each speaker gets 5-10 minutes to present (three speakers), then majority of time will be left for

Q&A. Questions sent in advance, receive each speakers POV to the same questions, then take
live questions from the attendees.

Marketing- Series Description: https://www.icomus.org/upcoming-events 

WHAT IS A MUSEUM? AN EXPLORATION IN SIX PARTS 

Join your museum colleagues to discuss what makes a museum, a museum. The very core of our 
existence is being questioned today both within the museum field and the broader society. We are at a 
transformative moment in the history of museums. Contribute to this critical dialogue in a series of 
webinars investigating how museums meet their sustainable, ethical, political, social and cultural 
responsibilities in the 21st century. This six-part series brings international museum experts together to 
contribute to our understanding of the challenges in our world and thoughts toward a new definition for 
“museum” in the United States. 

Webinar Series sponsored by the US National Committee of the International Council of Museums 
(ICOM-US) 



 

 
 
 

I. What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
INTRODUCTION 
TUESDAY, November 17, 2020  
12pm, EST 
Featured on our website HERE.  
 
What is the purpose of museums today? How do museums meet their sustainable, ethical, 
political, social, cultural challenges and responsibilities in the 21st century? Do museums reflect 
the accountability and transparency under which they are expected to acquire and use their 
material, financial, social and intellectual resources? 
 
Speakers: (one international person, one non-museum person-- Get the outsider perspective?) 
            1.  ICOM-US Co-Chair- Tom Loughman- confirmed 
            2.  Former MDPP2 member- Rick West- confirmed 
            3.  Elaine Gurian- confirmed 
 
Moderator: Kate and Alejandra 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) 

. 
 
 

1) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 1: SAFE PLACES OR SOCIAL SPACES?  
TUESDAY, December 15, 2020  
12pm, EST 
 
Museums are committed to be recognized as meaningful meeting places, open and diverse 
platforms for learning, exchange and progress. What should be the role of museums in a time of 
social scrutiny and transformation? What actions can be taken to provide a wide and inclusive 
experience to share knowledge and promote understanding in a safe environment for all?  
 
Speakers:  

 Andrés Roldan, Parqué Explora Science Center, Colombia- confirmed 
 Linda Norris, Senior Specialist, Methodology and Practice, International Coalition of 

Sites of Conscience- confirmed 
 Ihor Poshyvailo, Maidan Museum, Vice Chair of DRMC, Ukraine- confirmed 

 
Moderator: Rick and Diana 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) & Program co-chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

2) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 2: THE FUNCTION OF COLLECTING 
TUESDAY, January 19, 2021 
12pm, EST 
 
The defining essential unity in museums are the functions of collecting, preserving, documenting, 
researching, exhibiting and in other ways, communicating and interpreting evidence of human 
culture and history for the benefit of everyone. Should our collections shift as our communities 
do? In a world aimed towards political correctness, how do we address collections as a result of 
power and colonization? The elephant in the room … deaccession!  
 
Speakers: to be confirmed 

 Danielle Kuijten, Co-Curator/Acting Director, Imagine IC and Chair of ICOM IC 
COMCOL (Netherlands)- confirmed 

 Anne Pasternak, Shelby White and Leon Levy Director, Brooklyn Museum of Art 
(U.S.)- confirmed 

 Tukufu Zuberi, Lead Curator, Africa Galleries, Penn Museum (U.S.)- confirmed 
 
 

Moderator: Bill and Kathy 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) & Program co-chair 
 
 
 

3) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 3: THE WHITENESS OF MUSEUMS 
TUESDAY, February 16, 2021 
12pm, EST 
 
Museums are undergoing an effort to acknowledge and recognize with concern the legacies and 
continuous presence of deep societal inequalities and asymmetries of power and wealth across 
the globe, nationally, regionally and locally. How could museums reverse their lineage and attain 
diversity in a continuous organic fashion? Can tokenism eventually lead to core transformation 
and inclusion? 
 
Speakers: to be confirmed 

 George Abungu, Professor of Heritage Studies, University of Mauritius- confirmed 
 Christopher Bedford, Dorothy Wagner Wallis Director, The Baltimore Museum of 

Art- confirmed 
 Christina Woods, Executive Director, Duluth Art Institute- confirmed 

 
 

Moderator: Kate and Lyndel  
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) & Program co-chair 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

4) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 4: MUSEUMS AS INFLUENCERS  
TUESDAY, March 16, 2021 
12pm, EST 
 
Museums have a shared commitment, responsibility and authority in relationship to their 
communities. Museums are places of learning and exploration, key institutions for influence and 
dissemination of public scholarship. How can museums best portray the identity and memory of 
their communities? How can museums not only chronicle the past, but depict the present and 
become touchstones for the future of their communities?  
 
Speakers: to be confirmed 
 
Moderator: Rick and Diana 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) & Program co-chair 
 
 
 
 
 

5) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 5: CRISIS: ENVIRONMENTALISM, SUSTAINABILITY, AND MUSEUMS 
TUESDAY, April 20, 2021 
12pm, EST 
 
Museums must acknowledge the urgency of the crisis in nature and the imperative need to 
develop and implement sustainable solutions. How prepared are museums to face climate 
change, civil unrest and economic crisis? The toll to pay when preparedness is the last of our 
priorities.  
 
Speakers: to be confirmed 

 
 

Moderator: Kathy, Bill, and Lyndel 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) & Program co-chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

6) What is a Museum? An Exploration in Six Parts 
PART 6: WHAT NOW?  
THURSDAY- May 13, 2021 
12pm, EST 
**WEEK OF ICOM-US ANNUAL MEETING** 
 
Museums are often perceived as solid institutions with a slow adjustment to change. What is the 
future of museums in a fast-changing world of economic uncertainty, social disruption, health 
challenges and climate change? What is the essence that should define us now? What lessons 
have we learned from the needs of the communities we claim to serve and how can we better 
adapt to shift our priorities in a faster and efficient way?  
 
Speakers: Confirmed 

 ICOM-US Co-Chair, Lonnie Bunch- Confirmed. 
 Definition Committee Members (Kate, Alejandra, Rick, Lyndel, Bill, Kathy, Diana) 
 Program Committee Members or moderators (internal) 

 
Moderator: Kate and Alejandra 
Organizers: Staff (Molly/Morgan) 

 
 
 
 




